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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 460) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 460

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘State Crimi-
nal Alien Assistance Program Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2003"".

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR FISCAL YEARS 2004 THROUGH
2010.

Section 241(i)(6) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1231(i)(5)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘appropriated’ and all that
follows through the period and inserting the
following: ‘‘appropriated to carry out this
subsection—

“‘(A) such sums as may be necessary for fis-
cal year 2003;

“(B) $750,000,000 for fiscal year 2004;

““(C) $850,000,000 for fiscal year 2005; and

‘(D) $950,000,000 for each of the fiscal years
2006 through 2010.”.

———

TORTURE VICTIMS RELIEF
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2003

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the For-
eign Relations Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 854, and that the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 854) to authorize a comprehensive
program of support for victims of torture,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 854) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 854
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ““Torture Vic-
tims Relief Reauthorization Act of 2003".
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

FOR FOREIGN TREATMENT CENTERS
FOR VICTIMS OF TORTURE.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 4(b)(1) of the Torture Victims Relief
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 2152 note) is amended to
read as follows:

“(l) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Of the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal years 2004, 2005, and 2006
pursuant to chapter 1 of part I of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.)
there are authorized to be appropriated to
the President to carry out section 130 of such
Act $11,000,000 for fiscal year 2004, $12,000,000
for fiscal year 2005, and $13,000,000 for fiscal
year 2006.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect Oc-
tober 1, 2003.
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SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR THE UNITED STATES CON-
TRIBUTION TO THE UNITED NA-
TIONS VOLUNTARY FUND FOR VIC-
TIMS OF TORTURE.

Of the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal years 2004, 2005, and 2006
pursuant to chapter 3 of part I of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2221 et seq.),
there are authorized to be appropriated to
the President for a voluntary contribution to
the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Vic-
tims of Torture $6,000,000 for fiscal year 2004,
$7,000,000 for fiscal year 2005, and $8,000,000
for fiscal year 2006.

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR DOMESTIC TREATMENT CEN-
TERS FOR VICTIMS OF TORTURE.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 5(b)(1) of the Torture Victims Relief
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 2152 note) is amended to
read as follows:

‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Of the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for the Department of Health and
Human Services for fiscal years 2004, 2005,
and 2006, there are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out subsection (a) $20,000,000
for fiscal year 2004, $25,000,000 for fiscal year
2005, and $30,000,000 for fiscal year 2006.”".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect Oc-
tober 1, 2003.

———

TORTURE VICTIMS RELIEF
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2003

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to consideration of
H.R. 1813, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1813) to amend the Torture
Victims Relief Act of 1998 to authorize ap-
propriations to provide assistance for domes-
tic and foreign centers and programs for the
treatment of victims of torture, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1813) was read the third
time and passed.

————

HOMETOWN HEROES SURVIVORS
BENEFITS ACT OF 2003

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask the Chair lay before the Senate a
message from the House of Representa-
tives on the bill S. 459, to ensure that
a public safety officer who suffers a
fatal heart attack or stroke while on
duty shall be presumed to have died in
the line of duty for purposes of public
safety officer survivor benefits.

The Presiding Officer laid before the
Senate the following message from the
House of Representatives:

S. 459

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S.
459) entitled ‘“‘An Act to ensure that a public
safety officer who suffers a fatal heart at-
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tack or stroke while on duty shall be pre-
sumed to have died in the line of duty for
purposes of public safety officer survivor
benefits’’, do pass with the following amend-
ment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hometown He-
roes Survivors Benefits Act of 2003°°.

SEC. 2. FATAL HEART ATTACK OR STROKE ON
DUTY PRESUMED TO BE DEATH IN
LINE OF DUTY FOR PURPOSES OF
PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER SURVIVOR
BENEFITS.

Section 1201 of the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘““(k) For purposes of this section, if a public
safety officer dies as the direct and proximate
result of a heart attack or stroke, that officer
shall be presumed to have died as the direct and
proximate result of a personal injury sustained
in the line of duty, if—

‘(1) that officer, while on duty—

‘““(A) engaged in a situation, and such engage-
ment involved nonroutine stressful or strenuous
physical law enforcement, fire suppression, res-
cue, hazardous material response, emergency
medical services, prison security, disaster relief,
or other emergency response activity; or

‘““(B) participated in a training exercise, and
such participation involved nonroutine stressful
or strenuous physical activity;

““(2) that officer died as a result of a heart at-
tack or stroke suffered—

‘““(A) while engaging or participating as de-
scribed under paragraph (1);

‘““(B) while still on that duty after so engaging
or participating; or

“(C) not later than 24 hours after so engaging
or participating; and

““(3) such presumption is not overcome by com-
petent medical evidence to the contrary.

‘““(1) For purposes of subsection (k), ‘nonrou-
tine stressful or strenuous physical’ excludes ac-
tions of a clerical, administrative, or nonmanual
nature.’’.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am
pleased that the Senate again is taking
up and passing the Hometown Heroes
Survivors Benefits Act of 2003, S. 459.
This bill, as amended and passed by
unanimous consent in the House, will
improve the Department of Justice’s
Public Safety Officers Benefits, PSOB,
program by allowing survivors of pub-
lic safety officers who suffer fatal
heart attacks or strokes while partici-
pating in nonroutine stressful or stren-
uous physical activities to qualify for
Federal survivor benefits.

I want to pay special thanks to Con-
gressman BOB ETHERIDGE, the author of
the House companion bill, and House
Judiciary Committee Chairman SEN-
SENBRENNER for their leadership and
fortitude while negotiating this legis-
lation. Without their perseverance and
willingness to find bipartisan com-
promise language, passage of this bill
in the House would not have happened.

I also commend Congressman COBLE,
Congressman BOBBY ScoTT, the Fra-
ternal Order of Police, FOP, and the
Congressional Fire Services Institute,
CFSI, for working with us on bipar-
tisan compromise language so that we
could pass the Senate bill through the
House. I thank Senate Judiciary Chair-
man HATCH, Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM,
the lead Republican cosponsor of this
bill, and Senate leadership for quickly
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passing the Senate bill, as amended by
the House, and to send it to the Presi-
dent’s desk for enactment into law.

I thank Senators COLLINS, JEFFORDS,
SARBANES, SCHUMER, DURBIN, LAN-
DRIEU, NELSON of Florida, CLINTON,
SNOWE, KOHL, SMITH, STABENOW, KEN-
NEDY, DAYTON, MILLER and KERRY for
joining me as cosponsors of this multi-
partisan legislation.

Public safety officers are our most
brave and dedicated public servants. I
applaud the efforts of all members of
fire, law enforcement and EMS pro-
viders nationwide who are the first to
respond to more than 1.6 million emer-
gency calls annually—whether those
calls involve a crime, fire, medical
emergency, spill of hazardous mate-
rials, natural disaster, act of terrorism,
or transportation accident—without
reservation. Those men and women act
with an unwavering commitment to
the safety and protection of their fel-
low citizens, and forever willing to self-
lessly sacrifice their own lives to pro-
vide safe and reliable emergency serv-
ices to their communities.

Sadly, that kind of dedication can re-
sult in tragedy, which we all witnessed
on September 11th as scores of fire-
fighters, police officers and medics
raced into the burning World Trade
Center and Pentagon with no other
goal than to save lives. Every year,
hundreds of public safety officers na-
tionwide lose their lives and thousands
more are injured while performing du-
ties that subject them to great phys-
ical risks. And while we know that
PSOB benefits can never be a sub-
stitute for the loss of a loved one, the
families of all our fallen heroes deserve
to collect these funds.

The PSOB program was established
in 1976 to authorize a one-time finan-
cial payment to the eligible survivors
of Federal, State, and local public safe-
ty officers for all line of duty deaths.
In 2001, Congress improved the PSOB
regulations by streamlining the proc-
ess for families of public safety officers
killed or injured in connection with
prevention, investigation, rescue or re-
covery efforts related to a terrorist at-
tack. We also retroactively increased
the total benefits available by $100,000
as part of the USA PATRIOT Act. Sur-
vivors of first responders killed in the
line of duty now receive $267,494 in
PSOB.

Unfortunately, the issue of covering
heart attack and stroke victims under
PSOB regulations was not addressed at
that time.

Service-connected heart, lung, and
hypertension conditions are silent kill-
ers of public safety officers nationwide.
The numerous hidden health dangers
dealt with by police officers, fire fight-
ers and EMS personnel are widely rec-
ognized, but officers face these dangers
in order to serve and protect their fel-
low citizens.

The intent of the legislation Senator
GRAHAM and I introduced earlier this
year was to cover officers who suffered
a heart attack or stroke as a result of
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nonroutine stressful or strenuous phys-
ical activity. As drafted and passed by
the Senate by unanimous consent on
May 16, however, members of the House
Judiciary Committee felt the bill’s lan-
guage would cover officers who did not
engage in any physical activity, but
merely happened to suffer a heart at-
tack while at work. Chairman SENSEN-
BRENNER, Congressman ETHERIDGE,
Congressman COBLE, Congressman
ScorT, FOP, CFSI and I worked out a
substitute amendment to address those
concerns.

The substitute amendment to S. 459
will create a presumption that an offi-
cer who died as a direct and proximate
result of a heart attack or stroke died
as a direct and proximate result of a
personal injury sustained in the line of
duty if the following is established:
that officer participated in a training exer-
cise that involved nonroutine stressful or
strenuous physical activity or responded to a
situation and such participation or response
involved nonroutine stressful or strenuous
physical law enforcement, hazardous mate-
rial response, emergency medical services,
prison security, fire suppression, rescue, dis-
aster relief or other emergency response ac-
tivity; that officer suffered a heart attack or
stroke while engaging or within 24 hours of
engaging in that physical activity; and such
presumption cannot be overcome by com-
petent medical evidence.

For the purposes of this act, the
phrase ‘‘nonroutine stressful or stren-
uous physical’’ will exclude actions of a
clerical, administrative or non-manual
nature. Included in the category of
“actions of a clerical, administrative
or non-manual nature’ are such tasks
including, but not limited to, the fol-
lowing: sitting at a desk; typing on a
computer; talking on the telephone;
reading or writing paperwork or other
literature; watching a police or correc-
tions facility’s monitors of cells or
grounds; teaching a class; cleaning or
organizing an emergency response ve-
hicle; signing in or out a prisoner; driv-
ing a vehicle on routine patrol; and di-
recting traffic at or participating in a
local parade.

Such deaths, while tragic, are not to
be considered in the line of duty
deaths. The families of officers who
died of such causes would therefore not
be eligible to receive PSOB.

For the purposes of this act, the
phrase ‘‘nonroutine stressful or stren-
uous physical”’ actions will include,
but are not limited to, the following:
involvement in a physical struggle
with a suspected or convicted criminal;
performing a search and rescue mis-
sion; performing or assisting with
emergency medical treatment; per-
forming or assisting with fire suppres-
sion; involvement in a situation that
requires either a high speed response or
pursuit on foot or in a vehicle; partici-
pation in hazardous material response;
responding to a riot that broke out at
a public event; and physically engaging
in the arrest or apprehension of a sus-
pected criminal.

The situations listed above are the
types of heart attack and stroke cases
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that are considered to be in the line of
duty. The families of officers who died
in such cases are eligible to receive
PSOB.

The changes to PSOB law and regula-
tions brought about by the Hometown
Heroes Survivors Benefits Act will
take effect as soon as the President
signs the legislation into law. As a re-
sult, the survivors of public safety offi-
cers who suffer heart attacks or
strokes while performing nonroutine
stressful or strenuous physical actions
on or after the date the President signs
this bill will be eligible to apply for
PSOB.

Heart attacks and strokes are a re-
ality of the high-pressure jobs of police
officers, firefighters and medics. These
are killers that first responders con-
tend with in their jobs, just like speed-
ing bullets and burning buildings. They
put their lives on the line for us, and
we owe their families our gratitude,
our respect and our help. No amount of
money can fill the void that is left by
these losses, but ending this disparity
can help these families keep food on
the table and shelter over their heads.

I thank the Senate for taking up and
passing the Hometown Heroes Sur-
vivors Benefits Act, S. 459, as amended
and passed by the House, and showing
its support and appreciation for these
extraordinarily brave and heroic public
safety officers.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate concur in the
House amendment and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table with
no intevening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SENATE COMMISSION ON ART TO

SELECT SCENE COMMEMO-
RATING THE GREAT COM-
PROMISE

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Rules Committee be
discharged from further action on S.
Res. 177, and the Senate now proceed to
its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution ( S. Res. 177) to direct the
Senate Commission on Art to select an ap-
propriate scene commemorating the Great
Compromise of our forefathers establishing a
bicameral Congress with equal State rep-
resentation in the United State Senate, to be
placed in the lunette space in the Senate re-
ception room immediately above the en-
trance into the Senate chamber lobby, and
to authorize the Committee on Rules and
Administration to obtain technical advice
and assistance in carrying out its duties.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent the amendment at the desk be
agreed to; the resolution, as amended,
be agreed to; the amendment to the
preamble be agreed to; the preamble,
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